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Media captionThousands took to the streets of Berlin to rally against coronavirus restrictions 

Police in Berlin have arrested 300 demonstrators during protests against Germany's coronavirus 

restrictions. 

Some 38,000 people took to the streets in the city for mostly peaceful demonstrations. 

Later hundreds of protesters, many from the far right, tried to storm the Reichstag, the home of Germany's 

federal parliament. 

A number of people were arrested and German politicians condemned the attack as "shameful" and 

"unacceptable". 

Some of those involved had insignia from the far-right Reichsbürger (Reich Citizens) movement. Vice 

Chancellor Olaf Scholz said: "Nazi symbols as well as Reichsbürger and Imperial German flags have no 

place in the German Bundestag." 

Earlier some 200 people were arrested at one rally, which the authorities blamed on right-wing agitators 

who were said to have thrown stones and bottles. 

Rallies protesting against coronavirus restrictions took place in other European cities with some 

demonstrators calling the virus a hoax. 

Thousands gathered in London's Trafalgar Square to protest against issues including coronavirus 

restrictions and 5G. Signs reading "masks are muzzles" and "new normal = new fascism" were held up. 



Similar protests took place in Paris, Vienna and Zurich. 

What happened in Berlin during the day? 

The rally had originally been banned but a court eventually allowed it to go ahead. 

Police ordered one group near the Brandenburg Gate to disperse for flouting safety rules, then arrested 200 

after stones and bottles were thrown. 

"Unfortunately, we have no other option," Berlin police said on Twitter. "All the measures taken so far 

have not led to compliance with the conditions." 

Protesters were closely packed in places, and sat together on the ground at one point. 

A second group of about 30,000 met peacefully close by to hear speeches. 

 

Image copyright REUTERS Image caption Attila Hildmann spoke to protesters outside the Russian 

Embassy on Unter den Linden 

Among those arrested was cookery author and conspiracy theorist Attila Hildmann, who had addressed 

crowds through a loudspeaker. 

Although Germany has so far not seen the wave of cases affecting some parts of Europe, its infection rate 

has been growing. New case numbers are reaching highs last seen in April. 

Who was involved in the Berlin protests? 



Mr Geisel said people protesting outside the Russian Embassy on Unter den Linden were "right-wing 

extremists" and that seven police officers had been injured. 

Some protesters then broke through a cordon at the Reichstag building and were dispersed by police using 

pepper spray. 

Image copyright REUTERS Image caption Some protesters broke through to the Reichstag before being 

dispersed 

German news site Deutsche Welle reported that flags and T-shirts supporting the far right could be seen 

among the crowd. 

The demonstration to the west of the Gate at the Victory Column was organised by the Stuttgart-based 

movement Querdenken 711 (or Lateral Thinking 711). The group has more than 16,000 followers on 

Facebook and communicates largely through encrypted messaging service Telegram. 

It believes that coronavirus regulations infringe on basic rights and freedoms enshrined in Germany's 

constitution and wants them to be lifted. 

The group previously organised a protest in Berlin on 1 August dubbed the "day of freedom". Thousands 

joined, including some from the far right and some conspiracy theorists who do not believe Covid-19 

exists. 



Image copyright EPA Image caption Protesters near the Victory Column hold a banner reading "first wave, 

second wave, permanent wave?" 

The protests have also gained support from Robert F Kennedy Jr. The anti-vaccination campaigner, also the 

son of assassinated US Democratic presidential hopeful Robert F Kennedy and nephew of assassinated US 

President John F Kennedy, is at the demonstrations in Berlin. 

Mr Kennedy told the crowd at the Victory Column that his uncle had famously addressed Berlin in 1963 to 

counter totalitarianism and that "today Berlin is again the front against totalitarianism", warning of a 

surveillance state and the power of 5G phone networks. 

Photos shared online also showed flags and slogans linked to the conspiracy theory QAnon. The wide-

ranging, unfounded conspiracy theory says that US President Donald Trump is waging a secret war against 

elite Satan-worshipping paedophiles in government, business and the media, among other claims. 

 

 What is QAnon? 

https://www.bbc.com/news/53498434


Image copyright REUTERS Image caption The protests have drawn a range of different groups 

Participants also included families and children. Some people have said they just want the right to protest. 

One demonstrator, Stefan, a 43-year-old Berlin resident, told Agence France-Presse: "I'm not an extreme 

right-wing sympathiser, I'm here to defend our fundamental freedoms." 

Counter-protests against the main march also took place, with about 100 people at one rally. "You are 

marching with Nazis and Fascists," shouted some participants, according to broadcaster RBB. 

What are Germany's Covid-19 measures? 

The country was one of the most effective in enforcing the framework of response referred to as prevent, 

detect, contain and treat. 

It has been particularly effective in keeping the death rate among the over 70s lower. 

It began relaxing physical distancing in early April but continued to track infections, which have seen a rise 

in August. 

On Thursday, Chancellor Angela Merkel and the 16 federal states introduced a minimum €50 (£45; $59) 

fine for failing to wear a face mask where ordered. A ban on major public events was also extended until 

next year. 

Mrs Merkel said: "We will have to live with this virus for a long time to come. It is still serious." She said it 

would become more challenging in the winter. 

Germany has recorded 242,000 infections, fewer than the other major European nations. Its figure of 9,297 

deaths is considerably lower than the numbers in Russia, the UK, Spain, France and Italy, Johns Hopkins 

University research shows. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-

53959552?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/explainers&link_location=live-reporting-story 
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President Trump has spoken of how supporters of the QAnon conspiracy theory, which has grown 

online in the US, appear to like him very much. 
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Mr Trump told journalists that he didn't know much about the movement, but added that he'd heard that 

"these were people who love our country." 

The movement is facing a crackdown from Facebook as well as Twitter, who have taken action against 

thousands of accounts and web addresses linking to videos and websites spreading QAnon's bizarre ideas. 

So what is QAnon and who believes in it? 

What is it? 

At its heart, QAnon is a wide-ranging, unfounded conspiracy theory that says that President Trump is 

waging a secret war against elite Satan-worshipping paedophiles in government, business and the media. 

QAnon believers have speculated that this fight will lead to a day of reckoning where prominent people 

such as former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton will be arrested and executed. 

 
Media captionTrump on QAnon: 'They do like me' 

That's the basic story, but there are so many offshoots, detours and internal debates that the total list of 

QAnon claims is enormous - and often contradictory. Adherents draw in news events, historical facts and 

numerology to develop their own far-fetched conclusions. 

Where did it all start? 

In October 2017, an anonymous user put a series of posts on the message board 4chan. The user signed off 

as "Q" and claimed to have a level of US security approval known as "Q clearance". 

These messages became known as "Q drops" or "breadcrumbs", often written in cryptic language peppered 

with slogans, pledges and pro-Trump themes. 



 Twitter cracks down on QAnon conspiracy theorists 

Image caption"Where we go one we go all", often abbreviated as "WWG1WGA!" is one of the most 

popular QAnon slogans 

Nobody actually believes it, right? 

Actually, thousands do. The amount of traffic to mainstream social networking sites like Facebook, 

Twitter, Reddit and YouTube has exploded since 2017, and indications are the numbers have gone up 

further during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Judging by social media, there are hundreds of thousands of people who believe in at least some of the 

bizarre theories offered up by QAnon. 

And its popularity hasn't been diminished by events which would seem to debunk the whole thing. For 

instance, early Q drops focused on the investigation by special prosecutor Robert Mueller. 

QAnon supporters claimed Mr Mueller's inquiry into Russian interference in the 2016 US election was 

really an elaborate cover story for an investigation into paedophiles. When it concluded with no such 

bombshell revelation, the attention of the conspiracy theorists drifted elsewhere. 

True believers contend deliberate misinformation is sown into Q's messages - in their minds making the 

conspiracy theory impossible to disprove. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53495316


Image copyrightGETTY IMAGESImage captionQAnon supporters bring banners and flags to rallies in 

support of President Trump 

What impact has it had? 

QAnon supporters drive hashtags and co-ordinate abuse of perceived enemies - the politicians, celebrities 

and journalists who they believe are covering up for paedophiles. 

It's not just threatening messages online. Twitter says it took action against QAnon because of the potential 

for "offline harm". 

Several QAnon believers have been arrested after making threats or taking offline action. 

In one notable case in 2018, a heavily armed man blocked a bridge over the Hoover Dam. Matthew Wright 

later pleaded guilty to a terrorism charge. 

 US conspiracy theory shuts school festival 

Could it have impact on the US election? 
Studies indicate that most Americans haven't heard of QAnon. But for many believers, it forms the 

foundation of their support for President Trump. 

https://apnews.com/4a977b1627374e541d5173d4a3d6d987
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-48231708
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/03/30/qanons-conspiracy-theories-have-seeped-into-u-s-politics-but-most-dont-know-what-it-is/


In the past, Mr Trump had, unwittingly or not, retweeted QAnon supporters, and last month his son Eric 

Trump posted a QAnon meme on Instagram. 

 How influential is a pro-Trump conspiracy theory? 

Dozens of QAnon supporters are running for Congress in November. Many have little hope but some, such 

as Marjorie Taylor Greene in Georgia - appear to have a good chance of winning a seat. 

It's quite likely that a QAnon supporter - or someone sympathetic to the conspiracy theory - will sit in the 

next US Congress. 

With additional reporting by Jack Goodman and Shayan Sardarizadeh 
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